
Woodley Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Geography Focus: Rivers Year 6 Summer 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

Source  The point at which a river starts 

Upper course  
The first stage of river, often located 
on high ground 

Middle course  
The second stage of a river, where the 
land is flatter and the river wider 

Lower course  
The land is flat and the river is at its 
widest 

Tributaries 
Small streams that join the larger riv-
er 

Meander The natural bend in a river 

Oxbow lake  
A section of a meander that becomes 
isolated from the main river channel 
and eventually dries out 

Confluence  Where two rivers or streams meet 

Mouth The point where the river ends 

Estuary  
In the lower course, where the river 
meets the sea 

Delta 

 Characterised by mud and sediment 
deposits, deltas are formed at the 
mouth of a river when the incoming 
tide cannot wash them away.  

Precipitation  
Precipitation is rain, hail, sleet and 
snow 

Evaporation 
The process where, if water is heated, 
it is turned into water vapour 

Condensation 
The process where, if water vapour is 
cooled down, it is turned into water 

Bore hole  
A narrow shaft bored into the ground 
to extract water 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

The names, location and importance of some of the major rivers 
in the world (e.g. Nile, Amazon). 
The part played by evaporation and condensation in the Water 
Cycle.  
Be familiar with OS maps and be able to use a key to locate differ-
ent features. 
Know the eight points of the compass.  

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objec-
tives for 
the unit: 

Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
Name and locate mountains, rivers, key topograph-
ical features and land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Key Skills 
& Field-
work: 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including:  rivers, mountains and the 
water cycle 
Use maps, atlases, globes and computer mapping to 
locate and describe rivers and their features  
Use the eight points of the compass, 4 and 6 figure 
grid references, O S maps to build knowledge of the 
UK and its rivers  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record river 
features using a range of methods (River Study field 
trip to Crowden)  

Key 
Knowled

ge: 

The physical process of the water cycle 
The amount of  rain that falls across the UK is differ-
ent in different areas and understand why this is e.g. 
mountains, coastal locations 
The journey a river takes through its upper, middle 
and lower course. 
The source of a river is in the mountains. 
Rivers flow into the sea. 
The names of some of the longest rivers in the UK 
and which major cities are located on these rivers 
(Severn, Thames, Trent, Great Ouse, Wye, Tay, Spey, 
Clyde, Tweed, Nene) 
Water is a vital resource and we should protect it 
and be careful about the amount of water we con-
sume.  
The route of the River Thames from source to 
mouth and how the Thames flood barrier protects 
London from potential flooding. 
Be able to recognise features along a river using OS 
map symbols.  

Possible Experiences 

 A river trip to Crowdon 


