
Year 5 English Lesson Planning Tool 
Starter Activities 10-15 minutes a day 

(Starter to English lesson or starter to the day) 

Grammar  

 

Punctuation Sentence Structure Word 

 Brackets, dashes or 

commas to indicate 

parenthesis 

 Use of commas to 

clarify meaning or 

avoid ambiguity 

 

 Relative clauses 

beginning with who, 

which, where, when, 

whose, that, or an 

omitted relative 

pronoun 

 Indicating degrees of 

possibility using 

adverbs [for 

example, perhaps, 

surely] or modal 

verbs [for example, 

might, should, will, 

must] 

 Converting nouns or 

adjectives into verbs 

using suffixes [for 

example, –ate; –ise; –ify] 

 Verb prefixes [for 

example, dis–, de–, mis–, 

over– and re–] 

 

Sentence Types As Year 4 and… 

To be developed in the grammar section or the main part of the lesson. 



Develop complex 

sentences: 

Expanded –ed clauses 

as starters e.g. 

Terrified by the dragon, 

George fell to his knees. 

 

Elaboration of starters 

using adverbial 

phrases  e.g. 

Throughout the night, the 

wind howled like an injured 

creature.  

Drop in –‘ed’ clause e.g. 

Poor Tim, exhausted by so 

much effort, ran home. 

 

The more, the more 

sentences 

e.g. 

The more upset she 

was, the more her tears 

flowed. 

Sentence reshaping 

techniques  

e.g. lengthening or 

shortening sentence for 

meaning and /or effect 

Moving sentence 

chunks (how, when, 

where) around for 

different effects e.g. 

The siren echoed loudly 

….through the lonely 

streets ….at midnight 

 

Indicating degrees of 

possibility using modal 

verbs (e.g. might, should, 

will, must) or adverbs 

(perhaps, surely) 

 

Stage directions in 

speech (speech + verb + 

action) e.g. “Stop!” he 

shouted, picking up the stick 

and running after the thief. 

 

 

Year 5 English Planning Tool 

Handwriting 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:  

 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not 

to join specific letters 

 choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 

Main part  

45-50 minutes a day 

Composition 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 plan their writing by: 

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed 

 draft and write by: 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 



 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 

 précising longer passages 

 using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide 

the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining] 

 evaluate and edit by: 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 

appropriate register 

 proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

 perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement 

so that meaning is clear. 

 

Text Cohesion 

• Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after that, this, firstly] 

• Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, later], place [for 

example, nearby] and number [for example, secondly] or tense choices [for example, he 

had seen her before] 

Terminology 

modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity 

 


