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Science Focus: Sound Year 4 Spring 2 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

Vibration 
A repeated movement backwards and for-
wards 

Pitch How low or high a sound is 

Medium 
The substance through which sensory im-
pressions are conveyed 

Decibels A unit to measure the intensity of a sound 

Volume The measurement of loud or quiet sounds 

Sound Wave Vibrations travelling from a sound source 

Volume The loudness of a sound 

Amplitude 
The size of a vibration. A larger amplitude = 
louder sound 

Particles 
Solids, liquids and gases are made of parti-
cles. They are so small we are unable to see 
them 

Distance 
A measurement of length between two 
points 

Soundproof To prevent sound from passing 

Vacuum 
A space where there is nothing. There are 
no particles in a vacuum. 

Eardrum 

A part of the ear which is a thin, tough layer 
of tissue that is stretched out like a drum 
skin. It separates the outer ear from the 
middle and inner ear. Sound waves make 
the ear drum vibrate. 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

Year 
1: 

Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of 
the human body and say which part of the body is 
associated with each sense.  

Possible Experiences 

(Any visits, experiments, guest speakers, curriculum days, 
home / school projects etc.) 
  

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objec-
tives for 
the unit: 

Identify how sounds are made, associating 
some of them with something vibrating  
Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel 
through a medium to the ear  
Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and 
features of the object that produced it  
Find patterns between the volume of a sound 
and the strength of the vibrations that pro-
duced it  
Recognise that sounds get fainter as the dis-
tance from the sound source increases.  

Working 
Scientifi-

cally: 

Asking relevant questions and using different 
types of scientific enquiries to answer them.  
Setting up simple practical enquiries, compara-
tive and fair tests. 
Making systematic and careful observations 
and, where appropriate, taking accurate meas-
urements using standard units, using a range of 
equipment, including thermometers and data 
loggers. 
Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting 
data in a variety of ways to help in answering 
questions. 
Recording findings using simple scientific lan-
guage, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts, and tables. 
Reporting on findings from enquiries, including 
oral and written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and conclusions.  
Using results to draw simple conclusions, make 
predictions for new values, suggest improve-
ments and raise further questions. 
Identifying differences, similarities or changes 
related to simple scientific ideas and processes. 
Using straightforward scientific evidence to an-
swer questions or to support their findings.  


