
Year 4 English Lesson Planning Tool 

Starter Activities 10-15 minutes a day 

(Starter to English lesson or starter to the day) 

Grammar 

Punctuation Sentence Structure Word 

 Use of inverted commas and 

other punctuation to 

indicate direct speech [for 

example, a comma after the 

reporting clause; end 

punctuation within inverted 

commas: The conductor 

shouted, “Sit down!”] 

 Apostrophes to mark 

plural possession [for 

example, the girl’s name, the 

girls’ names] 

 Use of commas after 

fronted adverbials 

 Noun phrases expanded 

by the addition of 

modifying adjectives, 

nouns and preposition 

phrases (e.g. the teacher 

expanded to: the strict 

maths teacher with curly 

hair) 

 Fronted adverbials 

[for example, Later that 

day, I heard the bad 

news.] 

 The grammatical difference 

between plural and 

possessive –s 

 Standard English forms for 

verb inflections instead of 

local spoken forms [for 

example, we were instead of 

we was, or I did instead of I 

done] 

 

Sentence Types As Year 3 and… 

To be developed in the grammar section or the main part of the lesson. 

BOYS sentences (But, Or, 

Yet, So) 

e.g.He was a friendly man most 

of the time, but he could 

become nasty. 

He could be really friendly, or 

he could be miserable. 

Long sentences to enhance 

description or information. 

Short sentences to move 

events on quickly  

.Description, Which + 

Simile Sentence 

E.g: 

Greg had huge nostrils, which 

made him look like a hippo. 

Emotion – consequence  

sentence: 

E.g: 

David was angry – he threw his 

toy at the wall. 

Develop complex 

sentences: 

(Subordination) 

Main and subordinate 

clauses with range of 

subordinating conjunctions. 

-‘ed’ clauses as starters 

e.g. 

Frightened, Tom ran straight 

home to avoid being caught. 

Expanded -‘ing’ clauses 

as starters  (Alan Peat 

ing, ed sentences) e.g. 

Grinning menacingly, he 

slipped the treasure into his 

rucksack. 

Drop in –‘ing’ clause e.g. 

Jane, laughing at the teacher, 

fell off her chair. 

Dialogue - verb + adverb - 

“Hello,” she whispered, shyly 

Start with a simile  

e.g. As curved as a ball, the 

moon shone brightly in the night 

sky. 

Like a wailing cat, the ambulance 

screamed down the road.(See 

Alan Peat – SIMILE sentences). 

Make similes more 

interesting by adding 

“where?” and “when?” to 

the end of the cliché.  

e.g. 

It was as cold as ice. 

Becomes: 

It was as cold as ice floating in 

the Arctic Ocean (where?) on 

a moonlit winter night 

(when?). 

 



 

Year 4 English Planning Tool 

Handwriting 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined  

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by 

ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing 

are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

Main part  

45-50 minutes a day 

Composition 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 plan their writing by: 

 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

 discussing and recording ideas 

 draft and write by: 

 composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 

varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures (English 

Appendix 2) 

 in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

 in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings] 

 evaluate and edit by: 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 

improvements 

 proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

 proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

 read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 

Text Cohesion 

 Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme 

 Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion 

and avoid repetition 

Terminology 



 

 

determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 


