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Science Focus: Rocks Year 3 Spring 2 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

Igneous rock  
Rock that has been formed from magma or 
lava 

Sedimentary 
rock  

Rock that has been formed by layers of sedi-
ment being pressed down hard and sticking 
together. You can see the layers of sedi-
ment in the rock 

Metamorphic 
rock  

Rock that started out as sedimentary or 
igneous rock but changed due to being ex-
posed to extreme heat or pressure 

Magma  Molten rock that remains underground 

Lava Molten rock that comes out of the ground 

Sediment  
Natural solid material that is dropped off in 
a new place by water or wind (e.g., sand) 

Permiable  Allows liquids to pass through 

Impermiable  Doesn’t allow liquids to pass through 

Fossilisation The process by which fossils are made 

Palaeontology  The study of fossils 

Erosion  When water, wind or ice wears away land 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

Year 
2: 

Distinguish between an object and the material 
from which it is made  
Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and 
rock  
Describe the simple physical properties of a variety 
of everyday materials  
Compare and group together a variety of everyday 
materials on the basis of their simple physical prop-
erties  

Possible Experiences 

(Any visits, experiments, guest speakers, curriculum days, 
home / school projects etc.) 
  

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objectives 
for the unit: 

Compare and group together different kinds 
of rocks on the basis of their appearance and 
simple physical properties. 
Describe in simple terms how fossils are 
formed when things that have lived are 
trapped within rock. 
Recognise that soils are made from rocks 
and organic matter.  

Working  
Scientifical-

ly: 

Asking relevant questions and using different 
types of scientific enquiries to answer them.  
Setting up simple practical enquiries, com-
parative and fair tests. 
Making systematic and careful observations 
and, where appropriate, taking accurate 
measurements using standard units, using a 
range of equipment, including thermometers 
and data loggers. 
Gathering, recording, classifying and pre-
senting data in a variety of ways to help in 
answering questions. 
Recording findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, 
bar charts, and tables. 
Reporting on findings from enquiries, includ-
ing oral and written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and conclusions.  
Using results to draw simple conclusions, 
make predictions for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise further questions. 
Identifying differences, similarities or chang-
es related to simple scientific ideas and pro-
cesses. 
Using straightforward scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support their find-
ings.  


