
Woodley Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Geography Focus: Four Ancient Civilisations Year 3 Spring 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

Atlas  A book of maps  

Globe A spherical object with a map of the world on it  

Climate 
The general weather conditions that are typical 
of a place  

Latitude 
Latitude of a place is its distance from the equa-

tor  

Longitude 
Longitude of a place is its distance to the west 
or east of a line passing through Greenwich. 

Coast An area of land that is next to the sea  

Desert 
A large area of land, usually in a hot region, 
where there is almost no water, rain, trees, or 
plants  

Equator 
An imaginary line around the middle of the 
Earth at an equal distance from the North Pole 
and the South Pole 

Northern  
Hemisphere  

The half of the globe lying north of the equator  

Southern  
Hemisphere  

The half of the globe lying south of the equator 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

I live in Woodley which is part of a town called Stockport. 
Stockport is in Greater Manchester which is a county in Eng-
land. I can name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the UK and the surround-
ing seas. The continent we live in is Europe which is 1 out of 7 
different continents which I can name. I can identify hot and 
cold areas of the world in relation to the equator. I can use 
simple compass directions (N/S/E/W)  

Possible Experiences 

Visit to Bolton Museum to take part in drama, role play and a 
tour of the museum with a focus on Ancient Egyptians. 

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objectives for 
the unit: 

Locate geographical regions and their iden-
tifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features including land 
use patterns. 

Identify the position and significance of the 
Equator, the Northern and Southern hemi-
sphere. 

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of physical 
geography of the four Ancient Civilisations 

Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: climate 
zones,  and rivers, 

Describe key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use. 

Key Skills & 
Fieldwork: 

Use a map to locate a variety of countries 
from different continents and find which 
biome they are in.  

Key 
Knowledge: 

Locate Ancient Egypt, Indus Valley, Shang 
Dynasty and Ancient Sumar. 
Locate the countries of the four Ancient 
civilisations and understand the significance 
of where they are on the globe- Locate the 
rivers associated with the Ancient Civilisa-
tions and explain the importance of rivers to 
the earliest settlements. (Irrigation, fishing, 
ease of transport and trade, water supply, 
waste disposal)   
Explore how the location of a place in the 
world is explained.  
The Earth is divided into the North and 
South hemispheres by the equator  
Lines of latitude (also known as parallels) 
are equally spaced and circle the Earth from 
east to west.   
Lines of longitude circle the earth from 
South to North  
 


