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Science Focus: Uses of Everyday Materials Year 2 Summer 1 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

absorbent Material that soaks up liquid easily 

brick 
Rectangular blocks of baked clay 
used for building walls, which are 
usually red or brown 

elastic 

A rubber material that stretches 
when you pull it and returns to its 
original size and shape when you let 
it go 

fabrics 
Cloth or other material produced by 
weaving together cotton, wool or 
other threads 

foil Sheets of metal as thin as paper 

glass 
a hard transparent material man-
made things are created by people 

metal 
A hard substance such as iron, steel, 
gold, or lead 

natural 
Things that exist in nature and are 
not made by people 

opaque You cannot see through it 

plastic 
A material which is light in weight 
and does not break easily 

properties 

The qualities or features that belong 
to something and make it recognisa-
ble purpose the reason for which it is 
made or done 

rock 
The hard substance which the Earth 
is made of 

rough Uneven and not smooth 

shiny Things are bright and reflect light 

smooth No roughness, lumps, or holes 

soft Not rough or hard 

squash 
Pressed or crushed with such force 
that something loses its shape 

stiff Firm or does not bend easily 

stretchy Slightly elastic 

suitable 
Something that is suitable for a par-
ticular purpose or occasion is right or 
acceptable for it 

transpar-
ent 

You can see through it 

twist 
Turn something to make a spiral 
shape 

unsuitable 

Someone or something that is un-
suitable for a particular purpose or 
situation does not have the right 
properties for it 

waterproof Does not let water pass through it 

wood 
The material which forms the trunks 
and branches of trees 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

EYFS: 

Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world 
such as the place where they live or the natural world.  
Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as 
plants, animals, natural and found objects.  
Talks about why things happen and how things work.  
Shows care and concern for living things and the environment.  
Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.  

Year 
1: 

Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is 
made.  
Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, 
plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock  
Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday 
materials. 
Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the 
basis of their simple physical properties. 

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objectives 
for the 
unit: 

Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, 
paper and cardboard for particular uses  
Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some 
materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching  

Working 
Scientifi-

cally: 

Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be an-
swered in different ways 
Observing closely, using simple equipment 
Performing simple tests 
Identifying and classifying 
Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to 
questions 
Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

 What are 

the uses of 

materials?  

Materials are used for different purposes based on their prop-
erties. 
· For example: 
Wood is used to make furniture and floors. 
Metal can be used to make coins, cans, cars and cutlery. 
Glass can used to make windows. 
 
 
 
 
 



 What are the 
properties of 
materials and 
what makes 
them suita-

ble?  

Glass can used to make windows because it is transparent. 
Rulers can be made from wood, plastic or rubber because these 
materials are smooth and can be cut straight. 
Spoons are made from metal, because it is waterproof and can be 
cleaned easily. 
They can also be made from plastic for children because plastic is 
light and it cannot hurt children’s growing teeth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can you 
change the 
shape of an 

object?  

The shape of some materials can be changed when they are 
stretched, twisted, bent and squashed. 
 
 
 
 

Possible Experiences 

The children will be exploring the different ma-
terials through simple tests.  
They will be testing the properties of materials 
through solving scenarios. 


