
Woodley Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Science Focus: Plants Year 2 Autumn 1 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

branches 
Parts that grow out from the tree trunk and have 

leaves, flowers, or fruit growing on them 

bulb 
A root shaped like an onion that grows into a flower 

or plant 

common 

Something that is found in large numbers or it hap-

pens often crop plants such as wheat and potatoes 

that are grown in large quantities for food 

comparative 

test 
Looking at the difference between things 

deciduous A tree that loses its leaves in the autumn every year 

environment The surroundings around us 

evergreen 
A tree or bush which has green leaves all the year 

round 

flower 
The part of a plant which is often brightly coloured 

and grows at the end of a stem 

flowering Trees or plants which produce flowers 

germination The process of a growing plant from a seed 

 leaf / leaves 
The parts of a tree or plant that are flat, thin, and 

usually green 

light A bright form of energy 

mature plant A plant with leaves, roots and a stem 

nutrients Substances that help plants and animals to grow 

observe Watching 

petal 
Thin coloured or white parts which form part of the 

flower 

plant 
A living thing that grows in the earth and has a stem, 

leaves, and roots 

recording Write information down 

reproduce 
When an animal or plant produces one or more indi-

viduals similar to itself 

roots The parts of a plant that grow under the ground 

seed The small, hard part from which a new plant grows 

stem 
The thin, upright part of a plant on which the flowers 

and leaves grow 

suitable Is it the right thing to use 

survival What is needed for something to live 

temperature How hot or cold something is 

vegetation Plants, trees and flowers 

weed 
A wild plant that grows in garden and prevents the 

plants that you want from growing properly 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

EYFS
: 

Comments and asks questions about aspects of their 
familiar world such as the place where they live or 
the natural world.  
Can talk about some of the things they have ob-
served such as plants, animals, natural and found 
objects.  
Talks about why things happen and how things work.  
Developing an understanding of growth, decay and 
changes over time.  
Shows care and concern for living things and the en-
vironment.  
Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and 
change.  

Year 
1: 

 Plants can grow. 
Identify and describe the structure of a plant: petals, 
fruits, roots, bulbs, seeds, stem, trunks and branches. 
Identify and describe the basic structure of trees. 
The names of a variety of common garden plants 
(e.g. poppy, rose) and the names of some common 
wild plants (e.g. daisy, dandelion, nettle). 
Deciduous trees lose their leaves in the autumn eve-
ry year. 

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objectives 
for the 
unit: 

Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs 
grow into mature plants. 
Find out and describe how plants need water, 
light and a suitable temperature to grow and 
stay healthy.  

Working 
Scientifi-

cally: 

Asking simple questions and recognising that 
they can be answered in different ways 
Observing closely, using simple equipment 
Performing simple tests 
Identifying and classifying 
Using their observations and ideas to suggest 
answers to questions 
Gathering and recording data to help in an-
swering questions 

 What 
plants 

require to 
grow:  

Plants require things such as water, warmth, 
nutrients from soil and light to grow healthy 
into a mature plant. 
If they do not have one or more of these things, 
they may stop growing. 
Plants can: 
move 
grow 
react to their surroundings (sense) 
absorb nutrients 

Possible Experiences 

Grouping and classifying: 
The children will make careful observational drawings of 
seeds and bulbs and discuss the difference between them. 
Observe over time: 
Plant a variety of bulbs and seeds and watch them grow over 
the months. Think about what affects the growth of the 
bulbs. Draw a labelled diagram of the stages of growth  


