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Science Focus: Living Things & Their Habitats Year 2 Summer 1 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

Basic needs What is needed to survive 

Compare 
Look at the differences and similarities 
between something  

Characteristics 
A feature of something so you know what 
it looks like 

Classifying 
Placing things into different groups based 
on what they e.g. look like 

Environment The surroundings 

Essential Something which is needed 

Food chain 
The order in which plants and animals are 
eaten 

Habitats The home of an animal or plant 

Micro-habitats A small scale home e.g. rock pool or log 

Sorting Organising things into different sections 

Sources of food 
Where food comes from. Plants and ani-
mals are main food sources. 

Suited What is best 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

EYFS: 

 Comments and asks questions about aspects of their 
familiar world such as the place where they live or the 
natural world.  
Can talk about some of the things they have observed 
such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.  
Talks about why things happen and how things work.  
Developing an understanding of growth, decay and 
changes over time.  
Shows care and concern for living things and the envi-
ronment.  
Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and 
change.  

Year 
1: 

 Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden 
plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees  
Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of 
common flowering plants, including trees 
Identify and name a variety of common animals includ-
ing fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals  
Identify and name a variety of common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores  
Describe and compare the structure of a variety of com-
mon animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mam-
mals, including pets)  
Observe changes across the four seasons  

Possible Experiences 

The children will go on a Habitat Hunt around the school grounds searching for insects and animals in their habitats.  
They will also explore objects which are alive, are dead and have never been alive before. 

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objectives for the 
unit: 

Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never 
been alive. 
Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habi-
tats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each 
other. 
Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats. 
Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food 
chain, and identify and name different sources of food. 

Working Scientifically: 

Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways 
Observing closely, using simple equipment 
Performing simple tests 
Identifying and classifying 
Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

 Examples of Habitats: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Examples of Micro-
habitats 

  
 
 
 
 


