
Year 2 English Lesson Planning Tool 

Starter Activities 10 minutes a day 

(Starter to English lesson or starter to the day) 

Grammar 

Punctuation Sentence Structure Word 

 Use of capital letters, 

full stops, question 

marks and 

exclamation marks to 

demarcate 

sentences 

 Commas to separate 
items in a list 

 Apostrophes to 

mark where letters 

are missing in spelling 

and to mark singular 

possession in nouns 

[for example, the girl’s 

name 

 

 Subordination (using 

when, if, that, because) and 

co-ordination (using or, 

and, so, but) 

 Expanded noun phrases 
for description and 

specification [for example, 

the blue butterfly, plain 

flour, the man in the moon] 

 How the grammatical 

patterns in a sentence 

indicate its function as 

a statement, question, 

exclamation or command 

 Exclamation sentence 
= what/how with a verb 

and exclamation mark 

 e.g. What a lovely day we 

had! 

 How amazing the dolphins 
were! 

 Formation of nouns 

using suffixes such as 

–ness, –er and by 

compounding [for 

example, whiteboard, 

superman] 

 Formation of 
adjectives using 

suffixes such as –ful, –

less 

 (A fuller list of suffixes 

can be found on page in 

the year 2 spelling 

section in English 

Appendix 1) 

 Use of the suffixes –er, 
–est in adjectives and 

the use of –ly in 

Standard English to 

turn adjectives into 

adverbs 

Terminology noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, command, 

compound, suffix, adjective, adverb, verb, 

tense (past, present), apostrophe, comma 

Sentence Types As Year 1 and… 

To be developed in the grammar section or the main part of the lesson. 
Embellished simple 

sentences: 

Adverb starters to add 
detail e.g. 

Carefully, she crawled along the 

floor of the cave….    

Amazingly, small insects 

can…. 

Embellished simple  

sentences using: 

adjectives e.g. The  boys 

peeped inside the dark cave. 

adverbs e.g. Tom ran quickly 

down the hill. 

Sound! Starter sentence 

(Alan Peat) 

E.g: Splat! The water balloon 
burst as it hit the wall. 

LIST sentences (Alan Peat) 

It was a dark, long, leafy lane. 

She had a cold, cruel cackle. 

It was a cold, wet, miserable and 

misty morning. 

2A Sentences (Alan Peat) 

e.g. He was a tall, awkward man 

with a long, droopy moustache. 

It was an overgrown, messy 

garden with a lifeless, leafless 

tree. 

Secure use of compound 

sentences (Coordination) 

using connectives: 
and/ or / but / so 

(coordinating  conjunctions) 

Use long and short 

sentences: 

Long sentences to add 

description or information. 

Use short sentences for 

emphasis. 

List of 3 for description     

e.g. He wore old shoes, a dark 

cloak and a red hat.  African 

elephants have long trunks, curly 

tusks and large ears. 

 

 

 



 

Year 2 English Planning Tool 

 

Handwriting 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  

 start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined  

 write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another 
and to lower case letters  

 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

Main part  

40 minutes a day 

Composition 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 

 writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 

 writing about real events 

 writing poetry 

 writing for different purposes 

 consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 

 planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 

 writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 

 encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 

 make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 

 evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

 re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used 

correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 

 proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends 

of sentences punctuated correctly] 

 read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

Text Cohesion 

 Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and past tense throughout writing 

 Use of the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions in 

progress [for example, she is drumming, he was shouting] 

 


