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Science Focus: Everyday Materials Year 1 Spring 2 & Summer 1 

Key Vocabulary 

Spelling Definition 

absorbent Material that soaks up liquid easily 

bendy 
An object that bends easily into a 
curved shape 

brick 
Rectangular blocks of baked clay used 
for building walls, which are usually 
red or brown 

dull A colour light that is not bright 

elastic 
A rubber material that stretches when 
you pull it and returns to its original 
size and shape when you let it go 

fabrics 
Cloth or other material produced by 
weaving together cotton, wool or 
other thread. 

foil Sheets of metal as thin as paper 

glass 
A hard transparent material man-
made things are created by people 

metal 
A hard substance such as iron, steel, 
gold, or lead 

opaque You cannot see through it 

plastic 
A material which is light in weight and 
does not break easily 

rock 
The hard substance which the Earth is 
made of 

rough Uneven and not smooth 

shiny Things are bright and reflect light 

smooth No roughness, lumps, or holes 

soft Not rough or hard 

stiff Firm or does not bend easily 

stretchy Slightly elastic 

transparent You can see through it 

waterproof Does not let water pass through it 

wood 
The material which forms the trunks 
and branches of trees 

Prior Knowledge 
What I should already know … 

EYFS: 
Objects feel and look different based on the material they are made 
from. 
Use different materials when painting and making art. 

What I will know at the end of the unit 

Objectives 
for the unit: 

•Distinguish between an object and the material from which 
it is made. 
•Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, includ-
ing wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock. 
•Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of eve-
ryday materials. 
•Compare and group together a variety of everyday materi-
als on the basis of their simple physical properties. 

Working 
Scientifically: 

Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be 
answered in different ways 
Observing closely, using simple equipment 
Performing simple tests 
Identifying and classifying 
Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to 
questions 
Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

Which mate-
rials are 

some objects 
made from? 

Objects are things that you can touch or see. 
Objects are made from materials. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 The object is a key and it is made from metal. 

The object is a spoon and it is made from wood. 

What words 
can I use to 

describe 
materials? 

Glass is transparent because you can see through it. 
Plastic is smooth because it has no bumps. 
Metal is stiff because you can’t bend it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 How can I 
group these 
materials? 

 

How are 
these mate-

rials the 
same and 

how are they 
different?  

 These materials are all the same because they are shiny.  
These materials are all the same because you can stretch 
them. 
 
 
Wood and paper are the same because they are transpar-
ent. They are different because wood stiff but paper is 
bendy  
 
 

Possible Experiences 

(Any visits, experiments, guest speakers, curriculum 
days, home / school projects etc.) 
  


