
 

  

The 1,000 year old Boy  

by Ross Welford 
 

Alfie Monk is like any other nearly  

teenage boy – except he’s 1,000 years  

old and can remember the last Viking  

invasion of England. Obviously no one  

believes him. When everything Alfie 

knows and loves is destroyed in a fire, and  

the modern world comes crashing in, Alfie 

embarks on a mission to find friendship, 

acceptance, and a different way to live. 

 

The Outlaw Varjak  

Paw by SF Said 
 

Having saved the city cats  

from a fate worse than death, 

Varjak Paw finds himself the  

elected and popular leader of  

a new gang - a gang that  

supports freedom and kindness for all. But 

will the pressure take its toll on this brave 

yet sometimes naive cat?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters from the Lighthouse 

by Emma Carroll 

 
 

 

February, 1941. After months of bombing raids in 

London, twelve-year-old Olive Bradshaw and her 

little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon 

coast. The only person with two spare beds is Mr 

Ephraim, the local lighthouse keeper. But he's not 

used to company and he certainly doesn't want 

any evacuees. 

 

Time Travelling with a  

Hamster by Ross Welford 
 

On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth  

birthday his beloved Grandpa  

Byron gives him a letter from Al’s  

late father. In it Al receives a mission: travel 

back to 1984 in a secret time machine and 

save his father’s life. 

 

 

The London Eye Mystery by 

Siobhan Dowd 

When Ted and Kat watched their  

cousin Salim get on board the London Eye, 

he turned and waved before getting  

on. After half an hour it landed and  

everyone trooped off - but no Salim. Where 

could he have gone? How on earth could he 

have disappeared into thin air? 
 

 

Nevermoor: The Trials  

of Morrigan Crow by  

Jessica Townsend 
 

Morrigan Crow is cursed,  

destined to die on her eleventh  

birthday. But, as the clock strikes 

midnight, she's whisked away by a 

remarkable man called Jupiter North and 

taken to the secret city of Nevermoor. 

 

The Indian in the Cupboard 

by Lynee Reid Banks 
 

For Omri, it is a dream come  

true when the plastic American 

Indian he locks into the old  

cupboard comes to life. But being 

in charge of a real, live, human being  

is a heavy responsibility, as Omri soon 

discovers. And when his best friend, Patrick, 

is let in on the secret, he soon realises that 

life-changing decisions lie ahead. 

 

Woodley Primary School 

Year 5  

Recommended Reads 
 

Our reading spine books for Year 5 are: 

 

- Varjak Paw 

- Cosmic 

- Goldfish Boy 

- A Place Called Perfect 

 - There’s a Boy in the Girls Bathroom 

 

We will be reading these books together 

throughout the year. 



 

Millions: the not so great train  

robbery by Frank Cottrell  

Boyce 
 

Two brothers, Damian and Anthony,  

are unwittingly caught up in a train  

robbery during Britain's countdown  

to joining the Euro. Suddenly finding themselves 

with a vast amount of cash, the boys have just 

one glorious, appalling dilemma – how to spend it 

in the few days before it becomes worthless. 

Pax by Sara Pennypacker 
 

Pax was only a kit when his family 

was killed and he was rescued by  

‘his boy’, Peter. Now the country  

is at war and when his father  

enlists, Peter has no choice but to  

move in with his grandfather. Far  

worse than leaving home is the fact that he has to 

leave Pax. But before Peter spends even one night 

with his grandfather he sneaks out into the night, 

determined to find his beloved friend. 

The Light Jar by Lisa  

Thompson 
 

Nate and his mother are running  

away, hiding out in a tumbledown  

cottage in the middle of a forest.  

When Mum heads off for  

provisions, and then doesn't return, Nate is 

left alone and afraid, with the dark closing in 

all around him. 

 

 

The House with Chicken  

Legs by Sophie  

Anderson 
 

Marinka dreams of a normal  

life, where her house stays in  

one place long enough for her  

to make friends. But her house has chicken 

legs and moves on without warning. 

 

Wolf Brother by Michelle  

Paver 
 

Thousands of years ago, the land is 

one dark forest. Its people are  

hunter-gatherers. They know every  

tree and herb and they know how  

to survive in a time of enchantment  

and powerful magic. Until an ambitious force 

conjures a demon: a demon so evil that it can be 

contained only in the body of a ferocious bear 

that will slay everything it sees, a demon 

determined to destroy the world. 

Beetle Boy by M.G.  

Leonard  
 

Darkus is miserable. His dad  

has disappeared, and now he is  

living next door to the most  

disgusting neighbours ever. A giant  

beetle called Baxter comes to his rescue. But 

can the two solve the mystery of his dad's 

disappearance, especially when links emerge to 

cruel Lucretia Cutter and her penchant for 

beetle jewellery? 

 

Phoenix by S. F. Said 
 

Lucky thinks he's an ordinary  

Human boy. But one night, he  

dreams that the stars are  

singing to him, and wakes to  

find an uncontrollable power  

rising inside him. 

 

Rooftoppers by  

Katherine Rundell 
 

Everyone thinks that Sophie is 

an orphan. Found floating in a  

cello case and swaddled in a  

Beethoven score, she is the only recorded 

female survivor of a shipwreck on the 

English Channel. But Sophie remembers 

seeing her mother wave for help. 

 

Journey to Jo’burg by  

Beverley Naidoo 
 

Frightened that their baby  

sister Dineo will die,  

thirteen-year-old Naledi and 

her younger brother Tiro run away from 

their grandmother to Johannesburg to find 

their mother, who works there as a maid. 

 


