
WOODLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Religious Education Policy  

 

Introduction 

 

‘The principal aim of Religious Education (RE) is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into 

significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, so that they can develop 

the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these 

questions, as well as develop responses of their own.’ (Stockport Agreed Syllabus 2016) 

 

We seek to provide a clearer idea of what religion is about, the importance that it plays in 

many people’s lives and how that faith is expressed in their daily lives and routines. 

 

Aims and Objectives 

 

• To increase children’s awareness into the influence and importance of religion by 

developing their knowledge and understanding. 

• Spiritual development – to enable children respond to a range of beliefs, practices 

and values, both intellectually and through reflection. 

• Moral development – to encourage children to address and respond to moral and 

ethical issues in the light of their understanding of the beliefs, teachings and practices 

of religions. 

• Social development – to involve children in learning to respect and care for others, 

whose views may be different from their own. 

• Cultural and multicultural awareness – to develop insights into the diversity of beliefs 

and cultures found in Britain. 

• Citizenship – to promote respect for and empathy towards people of different 

beliefs, practices and cultures. 

 

Equal Opportunities and inclusion 

 

Our school seeks to ensure that all children have the opportunity and encouragement to 

develop their learning to the best of their ability, regardless of gender, race and cultural 

background, academic, physical or sensory ability.  RE develops a balanced view of the multi-

cultural society in which we live without compromising the faith, non-faith or cultural 

background of any pupil. We encourage children to look at other people’s perspective and 

be aware of stereotyping and bias. 

 

The teaching of RE is approached sympathetically to all religious beliefs and teachers are 

mindful of the PREVENT and British Values Policy throughout their planned approach to 

teaching RE. 

 

Statutory Requirements 

 

The National Curriculum states the legal requirement that: 

 

• Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly 

based, and which: promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 

development of pupils at the school and of society, and: 

 

• Prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 

of later life.  



 

RE is provided for all pupils, and is inclusive and broad minded. Parents do have the right to 

withdraw pupils from RE: if you wish to do this, make an appointment with the head 

teacher. The school does not support selective withdrawal from RE. 

 

Contribution of RE to the teaching in other curriculum areas 

 

English: RE contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 

promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We use texts with religious 

themes or content, which encourages discussion, which promotes speaking and listening. 

 

Personal, social and health education and citizenship: Through our RE lessons, we teach the 

children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. 

We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by 

teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by 

promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to appreciate 

what it means to be positive members of our society. 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development: Through RE, and assemblies in school, we 

provide opportunities for spiritual development.  

 

We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong, through the study of 

moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build 

a sense of identity in a multi-cultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and 

values and they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their 

own lives. 

 
Teaching and Learning 

 

RE is an important part of the school curriculum and is taught relevant to the child’s stage of 

development and experience. 

 

The RE syllabus used at Woodley follows the Stockport Agreed Syllabus for Early Years, 

Key Stage One and Key Stage Two, created by SACRE 2016 (Standing Advisory Council on 

Religious Education). Year group teachers use medium term plans to inform the content of 

weekly lessons.  

 

The syllabus is organised from Early Years to Year 6 across three strands of study: 

 

1. Believing – Religious beliefs, teaching, sources, questions about meaning, purpose 

and truth. 

 

2. Expressing – Religious and spiritual forms of expression; questions about identity 

and diversity. 

 

3. Living – Religious practices and ways of living; questions about values and 

commitments. 

 

The Syllabus requires that all pupils learn from Christianity in each Key Stage as well as 

learning about the principal religions represented in the UK, in line with the law. 

 

 

 



Differentiation 

 

Teachers take account of individual needs by providing opportunities for a full range of 

learning outcomes and identifying pupils who show a high level of insight. 

 

Resources 

 

These include the Local Authority Scheme of Work, books, posters, artefacts, videos, C.Ds, 

computer programmes and the Internet.  Resources are stored centrally on the Lower KS2 

corridor. They are reviewed, replaced and extended when necessary. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

 

As RE involves a process of personal development and emerging/changing views, it is difficult 

to formally assess all but the ability of children to recall facts and to be able to express a 

view about religions. 

 

Often the effectiveness or importance of an experience cannot be measured; experiences in 

RE should not be limited to what can be objectively assessed or measured. Teachers should 

therefore, assess what pupils know about religions, what their attitudes are to religions and 

how well they are able to express their own views and feelings towards other religions.  

 

Opportunities are given for observation of teaching and moderation of children’s work in 

staff meetings. The outcome from this informs future planning. 

 

An annual report relating to a pupil’s progress, including Religious Education, is sent to 

parents each year. 
 

Roles and Responsibilities 

 

The Co-ordinator, working alongside the Headteacher, will: 

 

• Provide support, advice and resources to members of staff. 

• Monitor the teaching and outcomes for all children, revising policies when necessary. 

• Monitor the teaching of RE across the school highlighting the continuity and 

progression of the areas taught. 

• Monitor the use and need of resources throughout the school.  

 

Health and Safety 

 

All staff accept responsibility for the planning of safe activities in RE in accordance with the 
School’s Health and Safety Policy. 

 

Review 

 

The implementation of the policy is the responsibility of the Headteacher and all teaching 

staff. It should be reviewed and updated in the light of new initiatives. This will be 

undertaken by the co-ordinator with the Headteacher, staff and governors. 
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